| am indeed honoured as Mayor of
Limerick to give a message of con-
gratulations in this your Jubilee
Special. As honorary vice-President of
theclub | am equally proud at this, the
Twenty Fifth Anniversary of the foun-
ding of Summerville Rovers A.F.C.

Summerville Rovers A.F.C.,
although relatively young, has given
example to other clubs on how to effi-
ciently run and administer a club, the
appearance of this special publication
being adequate testimony to this
foresight and efficiency.

| have seen the club grow front its
humble beginnings in 1956 to its pre-
sent state. The development of the
club has been impressive ‘with its
reputation for sportsmanship and
playing standards acknowledged by
all. Speaking as a parent, (my three
sons have all played with Summer-
ville) the facilities which Summerville
provide for the young players of
Limerick today are indeed excellent.
The club is constantly striving to im-
prove these facilities and co-operates
with Limerick Corporation, particular-
ly the Parks Department, in maintain-
ing Portland Park in top condition.

So Gentlemen, and Ladies too, |

ments over the past twenty five years.
Long may your good work continue.

Sincerely,

CLEMENT P. CASEY
MAYOR OF LIMERICK.
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THIS year we are celebrating the twenty-fifth anniversary

of the founding of our club, and to mark this milestone in
our history we have published this 24-page illustrated

record of Summerville Rovers, 1956-1981.

From our very humble
beginning in 1956,
Summerville have
grown in stature from
year to vyear, and
although forced to
withdraw from football
on two occasions, the
club can now con-
fidently claim to be at
its strongest.

Although our suc-
cesses have not been
many over the years,
the club has achieved
its aim of promoting
football in the south
side of the city, and as
you will learn from the
inside columns of this
publication, many
well-known local
sportsmen were first
introduced to com-
petitive football by the
South Circular Road
club.

Our present junior
soccer team have,
indeed, proved worthy
ambassadors of our
club, appearing in the

Mrs. Mirette Corboy, who
has kindly granted the club
the use of Portland Park.

last three consecutive
Power Cup Finals;
winning the trophy in
1978-'79 and finishing
third in this year's
Division 3 League.

This record speaks for
itself, and we look-with
confidence to the
future.

We would like to take
this opportunity of
thanking our Adver-
tisers for supporting us
in this venture, and,
indeed the many
people who have made
the publication of the
‘Summerville Silver
Jubilee Special
possible.

Amongst the many
people who have
helped our club in the
past, we would like to
take this opportunity
of thanking Mrs.

Mirette Corboy for her -

kindness in making
Portland Park available
to us; the Parks
Department, Limerick
Corporation for their
assistance in maintain-
ing and improving
Portland Park; the
Chairman and Com-
mittee of LDMC, and
indeed the many kind
friends and associates
who have helped us in
SO many ways.

congratulate you on your achieve-’

IT is, indeed, a great
honour for me to be
chosen as President
of Summerville Rov-
ers Football Club in
this the club’s Silver
Jubilee Year,

the task of research-
ing and writing this
history of our club
since its foundation
in 1956.

Though often the
Cinderella club of
local football, Sum-
merville have cer-
tainly matured with
age and have at pre-
sent a panel of play-
ers worthy of their
high-finishing pos-
ition in this season’s
local league com-
petition—=which
augurs well for the
future.

opportunity of thank-
ing the local press for

their generous

=i
and
moreso to be given

Summerville say ‘thank

Aidan_Corr, p'resident of
Summerville Rovers,
1980-'81.

coverage of our
activities in the past
and especially the

| Printing Co.,

# Gleeson and Tony
, McMahon of local
' radio and the many

Limerick Chronicle,
Jemma Publications
of Blackrock, County
Dublin, McKerns

Limerick, Pat

friends, sponsors
and advertisers who
have made the pub-
lication of this history
possible.

They say the first
25 years are the
worst . . . let's hope
so!

| wish to take this |. ‘
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Although a comparatively new club to
junior soccer circles, Summerville
Rovers have indeed become a force to
be reckoned with in the league and
cup competitions under our jurisdic-
tion. Proof of this, of course, lies in
the fact that they have appeared in the
last three Power Cup finals, winning
this coveted trophy in 1978-79, while
their league form this season has
been the best in the history of the
club.

Their relations with us on the
Limerick District Management Com-
mittee have always been pleasant,
and we look with admiration at the ef-
forts of Summerville Rovers, both on
and off the field, to -build for their
members a team and a club to be
proud of. Their efforts to improve
Portland Park, their home ground,
deserves special mention, and is an
example of the spirit that has helped
to make local football so much ad-
mired by those outside our city.

| take this opportunity, on behalf of
my colleagues on the LD.M.C, to
congratulate Summerville Rovers on
this their 25th Anniversary, and wish
them every success in the future.

Yours truly,

JIM JACKMAN

Chairman

Limerick District Management
Committee.




Summerville Rovers

STARTED AT THE STUMPS

The small, faded membership card of
Ashbourne Cricket Club season
1954-55, is, perhaps, Summerville
Rovers’ most historic possession, for it
revives memories of an era from which
evolved one of Limerick City’s most
ambitious and progressive soccer
clubs. g 1

The summer of
1954 was, by Irish
standards, a good

With no shortage of
willing recruits, most
with nothing better to
do, a cricket club was

one, and the young-
sters of Limerick’s
. South Circular Road-
Ballinacurra area were

formed and after a
hasty meeting it was
decided that this club

be known as Ash-
bourne Cricket Club.
Fifty membership
cards were printed
free of charge by the
firm Corr and Sns, The
Crescent, Limerick,
and soon followed
challenge games with
both the Catholic
Institute and a
selection from the
Greenfields area of
Rosbrien, while most
of the practice ses-
sions took place on a
small parcel of ‘waste’
land owned by Mr
Charles Ebrill (now

occupying their free
time from school by
playing that most
Anglicised of sporting
.pastimes . . . Cricket.
Under the guidance of
Hugh Elliott, Jim
Geary, Michael
Wallace, Tom and
Jude Foley and
Ronnie Lawlor, the
sport enkindled great
interest amongst the
youth of the area, and
after a short time, and
a few generous donat-
ions from willing
parents, regulation
size bats, balls,
stumps and pads
were purchased.

s

situated just off the

g

Best Wishes to
Summerville

from

CASTLE ‘T’
FURNITURE

Suppliers of Office

Furniture
GALVONE INDUSTRIAL
ESTATE, LIMERICK
\_ -
4 B

Wishing
Summerville
Rovers every

success for the
future

from

McCOY
DECORATORS

M.PARNELL STREET, LIMERICK
Telephone 49789

deceased), which was -

@ For :?II your decorating needs )

South Circular Road,
and which now pro-
vides the foundation
of some of the
Summerville Gardens
housing estate.

One of the highlights of the
year in the South Circular
Road at this time, was the
annual Fathers v Sons
challenge cricket game,
held at Ebrill's Field, which
drew its usual large
attendance of playes and
spectators. Though,
predictably, victory went to
the more agile and
enthusiastic off-spring, this
annual joust provided great
enjoyment for all and not a
few laughs, and no doubt,
all involved now look back
on them with cherished
memories. Prominent on
the Fathers XI in those days
were Messrs Kevin Quin,
David Huddie Senior,
Charles Elliott Senior,
(R.LP.), Joseph Duggan
(R.I.P.), Carl Jorgenson and
Peter Quin, whose every run
gained and wicket felled
was greeted with rapturous
applause from all present.
Irrespective of the result, all
would then adjourn to the
nearby Summerville Stores,
where the late Mr
Christopher McGrath, and
his charming daughter,
Biddy, would supply all with
adequate refreshments.
Towards the end of the
1954 cricket season, a'
selection drawn mainly
from the members of
Ashbourne Cricket Club,
played which is recorded as

. Summerville Rovers first

ever soccer match, when

' they pitted their talents

against a team called
Clonard, from the Rosbrien
area, at Caledonian Park. In
goal for the Summerville
team on that late August
Saturday afternoon, was a
young lad who was later to
become the most honoured
soccer goalkeeper Limerick
has ever produced . . . Kevin
Fitzpatrick.

Taken in 1954, this photo-
graph of Kevin Fitzpatrick
was taken by former
Summerville Rovers team
manager, Colm Duggan,
formerly of Summerville
Avenue.

The Summerville line-out
was: Kevin Fitzpatrick; John
Quin; Jim Geary; Brendan
Bradshaw; Hugh Elliott;
Randolph Tierney; Frank
Corr; Seamus Gibbins;
Eddie Sheehan; Brendan
Moloney and Aidan Corr,
with Gerard Sheehan as
substitute. After a close
game, this inaugural
encounter ended scoreless,
and while it could be
described as being no more
than a ‘street challenge’, it
did infuse sufficient
interest in most of the
players for them to
continue playing football.
This they did with
tremendous enthusiasm,

. dividing their training

between Ebrill's Field and a
piece of land at the rear of
Fitt's Paddocks close to
Ashbourne Avenue.
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(1938-41)

SUMMERVILLE Rovers was not the first
junior soccer team from the South Circular

Road area to be affiliated to the Limerick.

District Leagues. Our research discovered
that a team called Belmont was founded in
the area in 1938. The founders of this club
were Gay O’Hanrahan, Gerard Caffrey,
Jack Cusack, Michael O’Hanrahan,
Michael Lynch and Michael Cooke. Pres-
ident of the club for season 1938-39 was
James McInerney; secretary, Gerard Dil-
worth and the team captain was Gay
O’Hanrahan.

The full panel of players for the inau-
gural season of the club was: G. Dilworth,
G. O’Hanrahan, G. Caffrey, M. Lynch, J.
Cusack, M. Cooke, M. O’Hanrahan, C.
Simpson, P. Greene, N. O’Neill, M. Scan-
lon, Joe O’Connor, C. 0’Connor, P. Glynn,

C. Quirke, W. Kirwan, 0. Kiely, M. Mad-,

den, J. O’Dwyer, K. Barry, T. Morris, S.

.Fielding, G. McCarthy, Jimmy O’Connor,
B. Nash, J. Lynch, P. Doherty, C. O’Neill,

P. O’Hanrahan, B. Griffiths, T. McMahon
and G. Smith.

One of the former members, Michael
(Billy)Cooke, who lives at No. 1 Laurel Hill
Avenue, South Circular Road, recalls:
“This club was formed to cater for the large
number of players who resided in the area
of the Redemptorist Church at the time and
the name taken from the bells of Mount St.
Alphonsus. Most of our trainii i

BELMONT

.

Pictured leftto right, Michael Lynch, Gay O'Hanrahan, Michael Cooke and Jimmy Lynch discussing the 1938-41 era of
Belmont Football Club, which was founded in the South Circular Road area. Gay O’Hanrahan was on a short visit to
Limerick from Australia, where he now resides.
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were held in a field close to Mr. Gerard
Dolan’s house in Ashbourne Avenue, but
late in 1938, the club transferred their train-
ing ground to Ebrill’s Field . . . later, of
course, the first headquarters of Sum-
merville Rovers.”

Playing in the club colours of red and
black shirts and white knicks, Belmont

‘enjoyed a reasonably good first season and

in 1940 they reached the final of the
‘Whitaker Cup’, a six a side tournament, in
which they held favourites, Caledonians, to
a 1-1 draw at Belfield, near Sarsfield
Bridge. ' However, in the re-play at the

-‘Bombing Field’ in Prospect, they had to

concede victory to the stronger Cals side on
the score 4-1. The Belmont team on that
occasion was: Tom Morris (goal); Gay
O’Hanrahan, Billy Nash, Jack O’Dwyer,
Kevin Barry, Mickey Dillon.

Unfor ly, in 1941, def duties

~and wartime emigration put an end to Bel-

mont’s footballing existence . . . and it took
a further 25 years for junior soccer to return
to the area - in the form of Summerville
‘Rovers.

PIOsidont .. oo vieisrsius isisre ot dte st Aidan Corr
Hon. Vice-President . . ...... Clir. Clem Casey,
Mayor of Limerick
Chalman'is oo ss sy Denis Halpin
Secretary . . Tom Eaton
Treasurer. . . . .John Harold
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Congratulations to
Summerville
Rovers A.F.C.

Every Success for
the Future

from

BITS &

PIECES

Crescent Shopping Centre,
Limerick
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